
EMPOWER STUDENTS TO HAVE A 
POSITIVE IMPACT ON THEIR WORLD

Project Based Learning

Making our Community a 
Better place





WHERE TO START
▶ Idea: What do you want students to learn & 

do?
▶ START SMALL: Keep it Simple
▶ If you decide to do a bigger project, 

establish deadlines throughout the project 
so students (or you) don’t get 
overwhelmed

▶ Start with a pre-made project/curriculum 
and modify it to fit your needs



PRE-MADE CURRICULUM

▶ Map Your World: Revolutionary Optimists – Students become 
Change Agents in their communities

▶ http://mapyourworld.org/#/http://mapyourworld.org/#/campaigns
▶ Design for Change
▶ http://www.dfcworld.com/http://www.dfcworld.com/joinmovement.

html
▶ Success Stories
▶ http://www.designforchange.us/dfcusa/pages/stories/http://www.desi

gnforchange.us/dfcusa/pages/stories/inspiration
▶ Japan Society Going Global Projects
▶ https://www.japansociety.org/page/programs/education_family/https

://www.japansociety.org/page/programs/education_family/going_glo
bal
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Revolutionary Optimists: Map Your World

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B7JMm_HCZ8rsZUFRazctQUJRVmM/preview










A FEW STUDENT PROJECTS EXAMPLES

▶ 7th Grade Utah Studies Projects
▶ http://http://davisutahstudies.weebly.comhttp://davisutahstudies.weebly.com/htt

p://davisutahstudies.weebly.com/projects.html

▶ 7th Grade Service Projects: In the News
▶ httphttp://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/orem/article_590bcd9b-897

8-5d95-9c2a-http://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/orem/article_590b
cd9b-8978-5d95-9c2a-4039f252aceb.html

▶ 9th Grade Projects:
▶ Pen-Pal Exchange: Environmental Awareness
▶ Peace Projects
▶ Video Documentary Projects & PSA Videos
▶ Map Your World Projects – Change Agents

▶ Sunshine in a Bottle, mini-hydroponics,  cooking with local foods, chili for Chile
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Peace Project

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B7JMm_HCZ8rsRHlta2FlaThhR0U/preview


Sustainability (PSA) Documentary 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B7JMm_HCZ8rsWmJGaHZlMmpEYm8/preview


Problem Solving Projects

Define the Problem → Investigate & Plan → Create & Share
-Understand project goals
-Define a problem in your 

community to address 
through your project

-Identify objective, target 
audience, and format

-Create an activities plan
-Assign team roles

-Start gathering content

-Create final project
-Develop Action Plan and 
share project with partners 

& community

Document throughout → record milestones

Awareness
Inform others about a 

problem and give them the 
knowledge to change it.

Advocacy
Outreach to influence specific 

decision-makers who have 
the power to change policies.

Action
Implement direct 

activities to address a 
problem yourself.

Source: Global Nomads Group.



INCORPORATING PROJECTS

▶ Go from Learn Now Use Later Model to 
Learn Now Use Now

▶ Instruct on the foundational knowledge & 
skills

▶ Facilitate inquiry based learning → 
knowledge & skills students will use now 
and in the future







REMEMBER: 

▶ It doesn’t take extra time → It does 
take a Mindset Change  

▶ Students can do more than you might 
think they can. 
▶ They will surprise you. 

▶ FAILURE IS A LEARNING TOOL!



Failure is a learning tool

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B7JMm_HCZ8rsYUkzRklaeFZsSkU/preview


QUESTIONS? 
What projects are you already 
doing or want to do?



ONEGLOBALCLASSROOM.COM

CONTACT: 
@merindada
medavis@alpinedistrict.org


